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Prison Abolition
A political vision with the goal 
of eliminating imprisonment, 
policing, and surveillance and 
creating lasting alternatives to 
punishment and imprisonment 

Information Liberation
To employ information in a way that 
simultaneously severes its 
connections to oppressive social 
forces and makes it a resource in the 
struggle for liberation
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“The Prison Library Support Network is an 
information-based collective founded in 2016 to 
support incarcerated people by organizing networks 
for sharing resources and building community around 
prison abolition in libraries, archives, and other 
knowledge-based institutions”
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PLSN was started by librarians, grad students, and activists in 
New York City to create opportunities to support the information 
needs of incarcerated people

It was founded to be a project that was explicitly:
● information-based
● abolitionist
● anti-institutional
● community controlled
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Volunteer Projects & Events
Network of Resources

Abolitionist Community

www.plsn-nyc.tumblr.com                 @plsn_nyc

https://plsn-nyc.tumblr.com


Prison Library Problem 
Incarcerated patrons typically lack Internet access, and they rely 
on correspondence with reference librarians for information. 

PLSN Support 
In 2016, we partnered with Brooklyn Public Library correctional 
services to hold reference letter answering sessions, where we 
developed training and assisted as volunteers conducted 
research. This project was later reimagined as...

...Virtual Reference!
PLSN partnered with Brooklyn Public Library correctional 
services and Queens Public Library correctional services to 
create a volunteer remote reference process.

www.plsn-nyc.tumblr.com                 @plsn_nyc

https://plsn-nyc.tumblr.com


Prison Library Problem 
Correctional services depend on donations to keep their book 
carts stocked, but many of the books they receive are out of 

date, in poor condition, or worse: books no one wants to read. 

PLSN Support 
In 2018 we began our partnership with New York Public Library 
correctional services to hold regular book drives. These events 
are “driven” by specific requests from incarcerated patrons.

In its first year alone, this program acquired thousands of new 
books to be added to the collections that circulate on Rikers.
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Prison Library Problem 
Covid-19 had a major impact on correctional institutions and 
the library workers who serve them. Correctional service 
librarians from NYPL, BPL, and QPL reached out to for support. 

PLSN Support
In the fall of 2020 we embarked on two interrelated projects to 
support our pre-established partners at NYPL, QPL, and BPL: 

● We also held our first fundraiser to help correctional 
service librarians purchase the supplies necessary to 
respond to the changing needs of their patrons.  We 
raised $12,078!

● In partnership with Greenlight Bookstore in Brooklyn, we 
created an ongoing incarcerated patron book wishlist. As 
of March 2021, 374 books have been donated via this list.
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Prison Library Problem 
This project actually addresses our own need - and that 
of our various community members and library partners 
- for more education, resources, and safe spaces to ask 
questions about prison abolition and the reality of 
incarceration.

PLSN Support
In 2019 we held our first book club, utilizing a reading 
list constructed by the prison abolitionist organization 
Black & Pink. The first book club went so well that we’ve 
been holding them semi-regularly ever since.
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“I entered librarianship with a lot of 
lofty ideals that I wasn't able to find 
space to explore until I started 
organizing with PLSN.”

“I love that it allows me to expand my skill 
sets, and communities - as well as 
collaborate on projects, and efforts I feel 
passionate about.”

“I am so thankful for PLSN because it 
has helped me start to find and build 
the community around abolition and 
libraries that I've always dreamed of 
having in my life.”

Sense of Community

Radical LIS & Praxis

Using Skills & Resources

“I'm SO GLAD I've become more involved 
[in PLSN]; it's super rewarding to provide 
any/all types of services to incarcerated 
and  formerly incarcerated people, no 
matter how small.”
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All information institutions are 
complicit and have the ability to liberate
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“Prison and Police Abolition are not merely about 
ridding society of these systems - “but about the 
creation of different forms of sociality, governance, 
and accountability that are not statist and carceral”
 

- Mariame Kaba quoted by Liv Graham 
     from Libraries, Prisons, and Abolition 
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➔ Take stock of who you are, what you have, and have access to

➔ See who is already doing what

➔ Find your crew (the revolution is more fun with friends!)

➔ Determine the problem you want to “solve” or support

➔ Educate yourself

◆ Brush up on radical and revolutionary ideas, authors and politics

◆ Get to know the community

◆ Get to know the needs (actual and not assumed)
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Time for Questions
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Things To Do Right Now
● PLSN x Greenlight Wishlist 
● 9 Solidarity Commitments to/with Incarcerated People For 2021 
● NYPL Correctional Services - download the Connections guidebook, learn about book donations
● BPL Jail and Prison Services - learn about their programs and book donations
● QPL Correctional Outreach -  learn about their programs and book donations

Abolition Basics
● Who’s Left: Prison Abolition - Miriam Kaba, illustrated by Flynn Nicholls
● What is the Prison Industrial Complex? What is Abolition? - Critical Resistance
● Black & Pink Prison Abolition Syllabus and Critical Resistance - Resources
● Police Abolition 101: Messages When Facing Doubts - a zine created by Noah Jodice from 

material by MPD 150  and a report by Project NIA
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https://www.greenlightbookstore.com/wishlist/1104
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ByMHRNbsntdyziubfPJq7vDzxiBFEqroxzCUgKsxp9E/edit
https://www.nypl.org/help/community-outreach/correctional-services
https://www.bklynlibrary.org/outreach/justice-initiatives/jail-services
https://www.queenslibrary.org/programs-activities/community-outreach/correctional-outreach
https://medium.com/@icelevel/whos-left-mariame-26ed2237ada6
http://criticalresistance.org/about/not-so-common-language/
https://we.riseup.net/plsn/black-pink-prison-abolition-syllabus
http://criticalresistance.org/resources/
https://issuu.com/projectnia/docs/policeabolition101_zine_digital_singlepages?fbclid=IwAR19bum3d0SKA-XiUCrZnVvnqgEWRMV8zdQPhwftOX0boSyIZSNzuL2uFSk
https://www.mpd150.com
https://bit.ly/WhatsNextIC3
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What They Don’t Teach You in Library School
● Literacy, Libraries and Liberation - Angela Davis and Toni Morrison
● Libraries, Prisons, and Abolition - Liv Graham 
● Locating the Library in Institutional Oppression - nina de jesus
● Information Liberation: Challenging the Corruptions of Information Power - Brian Martin
● It’s not enough to say Black Lives matter: libraries must divest from the police - Library Freedom
● No right to read: Profiteering corporations creep into prison libraries - Kaitlyn Peterson
● Disrupting Whiteness in Libraries and Librarianship: A Reading List - University of Wisconsin 
● Abolition at the Library: How Can Libraries Divest from the Police - Sarah McGrath
● No Holds Barred: Policing and Security in the Public Library - Ben Robinson
● Conflict as Opportunity: Library Restorative Justice for Youth - Pima County Public Library
● The Characteristics of White Supremacy Culture - Kenneth Jones and Tema Okun, ChangeWork
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zLR_TcGHzRU
https://scholarworks.iupui.edu/handle/1805/24045
http://www.inthelibrarywiththeleadpipe.org/2014/locating-the-library-in-institutional-oppression
https://www.bmartin.cc/pubs/98il/
https://libraryfreedom.medium.com/its-not-enough-to-say-black-lives-matter-libraries-must-divest-from-the-police-2ab4adea58f1
https://www.peoplesworld.org/article/no-right-to-read-profiteering-corporations-creep-into-prison-libraries/
https://www.library.wisc.edu/gwslibrarian/bibliographies/disrupting-whiteness-in-libraries/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8bhZsYFPwxI
http://www.inthelibrarywiththeleadpipe.org/2019/no-holds-barred/
http://www.ala.org/pla/education/onlinelearning/webinars/ondemand/pla2018-conflict
https://www.showingupforracialjustice.org/white-supremacy-culture-characteristics.html
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How To Do It Yourself
● Social Change Ecosystem Map - a framework that can help you determine your social change 

values, individual roles, and the broader ecosystem 
● The Citizen’s Handbook - a complete grassroots organizing guide
● The Change Agency - a page of resources and toolkits for group creation and clarification
● Cultivate.coop - resources focused on running co-ops but has excellent resources on things like 

meeting facilitation, consensus and decision making (Emma’s favorite resource!)
● Community Tool Box - Toolkits help you get a quick start on key activities in community work
● AORTA - is a worker-owned cooperative devoted to strengthening movements for social justice 

and a solidarity economy. Here you’ll find toolkits, handouts, guides, and other resources
● Transform Harm - This site is a resource hub and an introduction to transformative justice
● What is Critical Reflective Practice - Learning Module from the University of Southern Australia
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https://buildingmovement.org/our-work/movement-building/social-change-ecosystem-map
https://www.citizenshandbook.org/toc.html
https://thechangeagency.org/resources/
https://cultivate.coop/wiki/Main_Page
https://ctb.ku.edu/en/toolkits
http://aorta.coop/resources/
https://transformharm.org/
https://lo.unisa.edu.au/mod/page/view.php?id=496101

